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Christmas is a wonderful time of year. For many it's filled with spending time
with family; attending Christmas parties, and eating special holiday food.

Shops and malls ring with music and voices singing, 'Joy to the World!" and "Tis
the season to be jolly!"There are colorful lights and manger scenes displayed in
churches and around the neighborhood. It's usually a happy time of family, food,
fellowship, celebration, and festivity.

But more importantly, it's a time of hopefor you and me as we remember
tbe true meaningofCbristmas. It's about the fact that God sent His Son Jesus
to be born of human flesh - as Matthew 1:23 says, "The virgin shall conceive and
bear a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel, which means 'God with us. '"

Understanding that Jesus came in human form gives each of us who believe in Him
not just a hope for today; but for tomorrow as well ... the hope to experience and live in the destiny and purpose God
created us for as well as the hope that we will live one day in heaven with our Creator.

The good news of Christmas is that God brought hope to all people, regardless of their background,
their social or economic state, or what country tbey live in. When the angels made their announcement to the
shepherds, they made this very clear: "Do not be afraid, I bring you good news of great joy that will befor all people. Today
in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord" (Luke 2:IO-U).

The children ChildHope ministers to every day in the poorest of barrios throughout Latin America have hope as-well!
Not only during the Christmas season, but for eternity ... because you have helped give them this wonderful gift of
hope - Jesus!

Every day the students in our schools in 21 countries hear that God is with them, that God loves them, that God wants
to use them. That no matter what poverty they live in, no matter what society may say about them, God (Immanuei) is
with them always.

And it happens because of you! Together we have given hope to children, their schools, and their communities.
Because of your financial & prayer support we are able to make a difference together throughout Latin America & the
Caribbean. And for that we want to say: Thank you!

Hope is apowe1:JUlforce, and Christmas brings hope.

May God fill your heart with hope this holiday season. What the angels expressed long ago is also my prayer for you,
your family; and the world we live in: "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests."

Erica continues to live in Charlotte, North Carolina where she has lived for the past 7 years.
She is very active in her church and and when she is not working as a graphic designer she
spends much of her time doing volunteer work at her church.

Update on our children

Ashley recently made a move to Nashville, Tennessee after working for a number of years for
the state of Missouri as a case manager for children in foster care. She loves living in Nashville
and is very active in her church as well.

Trevor will be graduating from Evangel University this coming spring, then getting married in
July and he and Emily will be moving to Des Moines, Iowa for work.
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